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From the President’s Desk 

Dear HES Members, 
 
Because a lot goes on behind the scenes in the History of Education Society between 
annual meetings, I’d like to interrupt your summer to provide a brief update.  Since the 
2014 meeting in Indianapolis, the board, sub-groups of board members, and various 
committees have been active in many areas.  In December and January the board held a 
vote on proposed changes to the constitution, which the membership passed.  Thanks to 
all who voted.  To institute the constitutional changes we solicited nominations for 
Secretary and two members of the Nominations Committee. Thanks to all those who made 
nominations. The board was pleased to select Karen Graves as the new HES Secretary.  
Karen is already hard at work on several initiatives, including this newsletter.  Thanks, 
Karen! 
 
In accordance with the amended constitution, the Nominations Committee—Jim Fraser 
(Past President and Chair), Adah Ward-Randolph, (Past Past President), Jana Nidiffer, 
Michelle Purdy, and Kathy Nicholas (Graduate-Student Representative)—put forward 
nominees for Vice President and Director and invited nominations from the membership.  
The election is open through August 7 at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NDT9R8S.  If 
you have not yet voted, please do.  Many thanks to the Nominations Committee. 
 
Throughout the year, the board has also been facilitating History of Education Quarterly’s 
move from the University of Illinois to the University of Washington.  That move is now 
complete.  Thanks again to the Illinois staff and to the new editorial team at UW, led by 
Nancy Beadie and Joy Williamson-Lott.  The HES board has also begun evaluating 
proposals from potential future publishers of HEQ.   
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And another move is nearly complete.  Over the last few years the HES Archives 
Committee chaired by Mary Ann Dzuback studied host options for the Society’s archival 
material in consultation with Treasurer Ralph Kidder. Based on the Committee’s report 
the Board arranged to move the HES archival holdings to George Washington University.  
Former Treasurer Bob Hampel coordinated the actual move, and the material arrived at 
GW in June.  The archivist there is working to make it accessible to researchers by late fall.  
Thanks so much, Mary Ann, Ralph, Bob, and other committee members.  This is going to 
be a great resource. 
 
Throughout the year, various issues arise for the HES board.  This summer the American 
Historical Association issued a Statement on Academic Freedom and Tenure in 
Wisconsin.  The June 11 statement expressed grave concern regarding “proposals pending 
in the Wisconsin legislature that threaten to undermine several longstanding features of the 
state’s current higher education system: shared governance, tenure, and academic 
freedom.”  Board members agreed unanimously with the statement and added HES to the 
list of supporting organizations.  (See the list and the full statement at 
http://blog.historians.org/2015/06/aha-and-other-scholarly-associations-defend-tenure-and-
academic-freedom-in-wisconsin/.)   Jim Fraser’s note in this newsletter discusses how HES 
members may participate in related initiatives of the Organization of American Historians.  
Thanks for facilitating those connections across our organizations, Jim.  
 
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the November meeting.  Thanks to Adam 
Nelson for putting together a terrific program.  Enjoy the rest of the summer, and see you 
in St. Louis— 
 

Chris 
Christine A. Ogren 

The University of Iowa 
President, History of Education Society 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Note on the Annual Meeting 
 
President-Elect Adam Nelson is looking forward to a robust turnout at the 2015 Annual 
Meeting in St. Louis, including a substantially greater representation of scholars from 
abroad. This year marks several key anniversaries in the history of education, including the 
50th anniversary of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the Higher Education 
Act, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the 70th anniversary of the founding of UNESCO 
in 1945, and the 150th anniversary of the creation of the Freedman’s Bureau in 1865. 
Having taken a sneak peak at the draft program, this is one you do not want to miss! Watch 
this space for more information on the Annual Meeting in the next issue.  
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Call for Scholars of the History of Tenure 
 

Along with the History of Education Society, the Organization of American Historians 
has also added its name to the statement on the importance of tenure originally issued by 
the American Historical Association.  (See From the President’s Desk.) 
 
Because we at HES now have a formal partnership with OAH, the OAH has also reached 
out to us looking for historians of education who have done work in the history of tenure, 
either at the K-12 or the higher education level. 
 
This is an important opportunity for us and it will be good if we can respond.  When a 
larger society like OAH recognizes that HES is the place to turn for expertise in matters 
relating to the history of education, that is a very good thing and a nice opportunity. 
 
So—please consider this a call for any historians who have done or are currently doing 
work in this arena.  OAH would like a general history of tenure but more specialized 
work in the field would also be terrific. 
 
If you are doing such work or interested in doing such work, please let me know as soon 
as possible and I will make the connections with OAH.  And please also just let me know 
questions or ideas. 
 

Many thanks, 
Jim Fraser – jwf3@nyu.edu  

 
 
 
 

Quarterly Report 
History of Education Quarterly 55, no. 3 (August 2015) 

 
See these articles and reviews of books by Hampel, Hartman, Puaca, Pauly, Rader and 
Cain, Sartorius, and Schaafsma in the current issue of HEQ. 
 
Jeffrey Aaron Snyder, “Progressive Education in Black and White: Rereading Carter G. 
Woodson’s Miseducation of the Negro” 
 
Theodore Michael Christou, “’We Find Ourselves Preoccupied with the World of the 
Present’: Humanist Resistance to Progressive Education in Ontario” 
 
Diana D’Amico, “’An Old Order Is Passing’: The Rise of Applied Learning in University-
Based Teacher Education during the Great Depression” 
 
Marybeth Gasman, Dorsey Spencer, and Cecilia Orphan, “’Building Bridges, Not Fences’: 
A History of Civic Engagement at Private Black Colleges and Universities, 1944-1965” 
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Noah Sobe Reports on ISCHE 

ISCHE 37 Conference June 24-27, 2015 (Istanbul, Turkey) 
	  
At the end of June, 340 historians of education from 39 countries gathered in Istanbul, 
Turkey for the annual International Standing Conference on the History of Education 
(ISCHE).  Founded in 1979 ISCHE (www.ische.org) aims to foster intellectual exchange 
and cooperation among historians of education around the globe.   The theme of the 37th 
annual ISCHE conference was “Culture and Education,” and under this broad theme 323 
papers were presented that explored different cultural paradigms, issues connected with 
language and education, and intercultural interactions in the history of education.  Other 
presentations examined symbols, heroes and myths as well as rituals and routines in 
educational history.   
 
A preconference workshop on the idea of transnationalism in the history of education 
generated rich discussion and intellectual exchange on how to attend to the global and 
intercultural aspects of education while recognizing the national framing within which many 
educational institutions and processes operate.  ISCHE also sponsors a set of Standing 
Working Groups, each with a specific focus and a lifespan of 3-5 years.  The Istanbul 
conference featured a series of interlinked panels on gender and transnationalism, another 
series dealing with teachers’ critical thinking, and another working on globally mapping the 
field of history of education.  The newest ISCHE Standing Working Group titled 
“Touching Bodies in School” also organized several panels that featured papers on how 
the contact between bodies was theorized and practiced in school historically. 
 
At the ISCHE 37 General Assembly, Eckhardt Fuchs (Georg Ekert Institute, Germany) 
was thanked and congratulated on a successful three-year term as ISCHE President.  
Rebecca Rogers (Université Paris Descartes, Sorbonne Paris Cité, France) was elected the 
new ISCHE President.  Karin Preim (Luxembourg) and Noah W. Sobe (Loyola University 
Chicago, USA) were elected to serve three-year terms on the ISCHE Executive 
Committee.  Several minor amendments to the ISCHE Constitution were approved, and 
attendees were invited to attend the upcoming ISCHE Regional Workshops (East Asia, 20-
21 August 2015; Caribbean, 3-4 February 2016).  It was also noted that effective 2016, in 
addition to having institutional members like HES, ISCHE will move to an individual 
membership system with discounted rates for students and the opportunity to receive an 
electronic or paper copy of the ISCHE journal Paedagogica Historica.   
 
US-based historians of education were amply represented at the Istanbul conference.  HES 
presented the Jurgen Herbst Award to Annmarie Valdes (Loyola University Chicago). The 
award supplements travel expenses for a graduate student who is presenting work at 
ISCHE. All HES members are invited to attend and help host the ISCHE 38 conference, 
which is to take place in Chicago, IL USA 17-20 August 2016.  The 2016 ISCHE 
conference is being convened by Kate Rousmaniere and Noah W. Sobe and will explore 
the theme of “Education and the Body.”  Call for papers and additional information 
located at ische.org/2016 (deadline 31 December 2015).  Following Chicago, ISCHE will 
take place in Buenos Aires, Argentina (2017) and then in Berlin, Germany (2018).   
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Announcements 
 

ü The first election under the revised History of Education Society bylaws is 
underway. HES members received a link to the voting site in July and have until 
midnight eastern time on 7 August to cast their ballots.  

 
ü Mark your calendar for the History of Education Society 2015 Annual Meeting in 

St. Louis, November 5-8! The city just south of the confluence of the Mississippi 
and Missouri Rivers has figured mightily in education and U.S. history. Here’s a 
ticker-tape sampling: 

 
Cahokia Mounds…Louisiana Purchase…Dred Scott v. Sandford…William Torrey 
Harris…Susan Blow and the first public school kindergarten…Sumner High 
School…Eads Bridge…Calvin Woodward and Manual Training…Minor v. 
Happersett…Louisiana Purchase Exhibition…Kate Chopin…The Spirit of St. 
Louis…Josephine Baker…Liddell v. Missouri…Missouri v. Jenkins…Cardinals in 
spring (and summer and fall)…James “Cool Papa” Bell…The Gateway Arch: A 
Biography…Ferguson protests…  
 

ü GRADUATE STUDENTS: Consider submitting an application for the History of 
Education Society Mentoring Breakfast at the Annual Conference. For the fifth 
consecutive year HES will provide breakfast for a few pairs of graduate students and 
established scholars to support mentoring in our field. To apply, please send the 
following information to Karen Graves (graves@denison.edu) by 15 October.  

 
Ø Your name and contact information 
Ø Names of three scholars you would like to meet, in order of preference (in 

case your first choice(s) are unable to attend the conference) 
Ø Whether you prefer to meet on Friday or Saturday morning 
Ø Electronic copy of an essay you have written, or an outline of your 

dissertation, or a description of how a particular publication by the 
professor you would like to meet informs your own research. 

 
Pairings will be assigned based upon the quality of the application materials, the 
availability of mentors, and the availability of funds. Once the pairings are made, 
the mentor will receive a copy of the graduate student’s application and essay, or 
outline, or description.   
 

ü If you haven’t yet updated your History of Education Society membership, we 
miss your involvement! Please renew for 2015 
at http://ordering.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/membership.asp?ref=1748-
5959&doi=10.0111/(ISSN)1748-5959. 
 

ü See the press release on College Women: Documenting the History of Women in Higher 
Education at http://www.collegewomen.org/node/13727. “College Women brings 
together—for the first time online—digitized letters, diaries, scrapbooks and 
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photographs of women who attended the seven partner institutions: Barnard, 
Bryn Mawr, Mount Holyoke, Smith, Vassar, Wellesley, and Radcliffe (now the 
Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard 
University).” 

 
Call for Papers 

 
1. The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography is issuing a call for articles to be 
included in a special issue on education in Pennsylvania’s history scheduled for an 
October 2017 publication.  
 
The editors seek submissions of the following two sorts.  

Ø Scholarly Articles: The editors seek proposals for scholarly articles (25–35 pages, double spaced) 
featuring new research on education in Pennsylvania. Manuscripts may focus on issues having to 
do with pre-school and early childhood education, public schooling, private schooling, higher 
education, the family, and the community. Manuscripts that deal with diversity (e.g. race, 
ethnicity, class, and gender) are especially welcome. Selections will be made based on the quality 
of the submission and with an eye toward representing the full range of research in educational 
studies, including political history, social history, intellectual history, public history, sociology, 
anthropology, and urban education, among others. In addition, articles are sought that place 
Philadelphia or Pennsylvania within larger patterns of regional and national development.   
 

Ø Favorite Sources/Hidden Gems: The editors seek proposals for short articles (250–750 words) 
featuring favorite sources/hidden gems highlighting some aspect of the educational experience in 
Pennsylvania history. We invite articles focusing on both written and non-written sources, 
including but not limited to diaries, manuscript collections, novels, government documents, oral 
histories, newspapers, photographs, artifacts, and monuments. These items may or may not be 
found in the state, but all featured items will serve to illuminate some aspect of the educational 
experience of Pennsylvanians. See http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5215/pennmaghistbio.135.issue-
4 for example of such essays.  

 
Submission details: Submissions should be addressed to Tamara Gaskell, Editor, Pennsylvania Magazine 
of History and Biography, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107 
or, by e-mail, to pmhb@hsp.org.  
 
Guest editors: Potential contributors are encouraged to consult with one of the two guest editors for this 
issue of the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography. William W. Cutler, III, Professor of 
History, emeritus, Temple University (wcutler@temple.edu) and Jonathan Zimmerman, Professor of 
History, New York University (jlzimm@aol.com).  
 
Deadline for submissions: January 1, 2016 
 
2. Proposals for the Society Of Philosophy and History of Education (SOPHE) annual 
meeting are due by 1 September 2015. See http://sopheconference.com/cfp.htm for 
more information. SOPHE meets in St. Louis October 1-3, 2015.  
 
3. Proposals for the International Standing Conference for the History of Education 
(ISCHE) are due 31 December 2015.  See http://conferences.ische.org/ocs-
2.3.6/index.php/ische/2016/schedConf/cfp for more information. ISCHE meets in 
Chicago August 17-20, 2016.  
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4. The Area of Education, Teaching, History and Popular Culture is now accepting 
submissions for the Popular Culture and American Culture Association National 
Conference, Seattle, WA, to be held March 21-25, 2016 at the Sheraton Seattle Hotel 
(http://www.sheratonseattle.com/).  For detailed information please see 
http://pcaaca.org/national-conference/. 
 
5. The History of Education Society (UK) is accepting proposals for its Annual 
Conference at Liverpool Hope University, November 20-22. The 2015 theme is 
“Science, Technologies and Material Culture in the History of Education.”   Send 
abstracts (250 words max) to Heather Ellis at ellish@hope.ac.uk. Deadline: 6 September 
2015.  
 
 
 

Public Engagement 
 

“The great triumph of the historical profession since the 1960s has been the 
integration of different publics into our national and global narratives. And its great 

failure has been the neglect or outright dismissal of these publics as audiences for 
what we do.”1 

--Jonathan Zimmerman 
See our colleagues’ commentaries on current issues: 
 
Karen Graves, “The Shameful History of the Mistreatment of LGBT Teachers,” History 
News Network, 23 June 2015, http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/159769.  
 
Jon Hale and Robert Chase, “Where Are America’s Memorials to Pain of Slavery, Black 
Resistance?” CNN, 9 July 2015, http://edition.cnn.com/2015/07/03/opinions/hale-and-
chase-breaking-the-cycle/. Also see Jon’s Associated Press < 
https://screen.yahoo.com/charleston-church-maintains-proud-history-210955373.html> and 
ABC This Week < http://abcnews.go.com/ThisWeek/video/mayor-joseph-riley-tragedy-
charleston-31926215> interviews.   
 
Christopher Loss, “Past Imperfect,” The Chronicle of Higher Education, 19 July 2015, 
https://chronicle.com/article/Past-Imperfect/231619/.  
 
Jack Shuler, “’South Carolina Does Not Do Subtle Racism’: My Life Inside a Segregation 
Academy,” Salon, 8 July 2015, http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/159769.  
 
Jonathan Zimmerman, “Was the Co-Founder of Charleston’s Emanuel Church a Victim of 
Racist Paranoia, Too?” History News Network, 21 June 2015, 
http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/159757. 

                                                
1 Jonathan Zimmerman, “Historians and Their Publics,” The American Historian 2 (November 2014): 11. 



 
Commentary 

 
History and Obergefell 

Margaret A. Nash 
 
“Obergefell made history, and history made Obergefell,” was the headline on Nursing 
Clio, a history of medicine blog, after the U.S. Supreme Court decided that same-sex 
couples had the Constitutional right to marry in all states. As historian Nancy Cott wrote 
for the American Historical Association’s Perspectives, “History really matters” in this 
case.1 Both writers were speaking of the role that the history of marriage played in the 
deliberative process and in the questions asked by various Justices. Is there such a thing 
as “traditional” marriage, a static entity that the decision has disrupted? Or has marriage 
always been in flux, changing with time and cultural shifts? Historians’ assessments on 
these questions figured prominently in the case and in public discussion about the 
decision. 
 
Less frequently, the national conversation situated this decision into the history of 
LGBTQs in the United States.2 When it did, it often was by way of saying how quickly 
things had changed: who would have thought, given where the country was on the issue 
of gay marriage just a few years ago, that gay marriage would be legal today? Certainly 
there has been a sea change in public attitude. This view on the “suddenness” of rights for 
LGBTQs often pinpoints the start of “gay liberation” as the Stonewall riots in 1969. To 
go from Stonewall to marriage rights in about 45 years is indeed an example of big 
change in a relatively short amount of time. 
 
This view of rapid change needs to be moderated just a bit, on both ends: Stonewall was 
not the beginning, and marriage rights is not the end. Earlier organized groups include the 
Daughters of Bilitis in 1955, the Mattachine Society in 1950, and the first organized gay 
rights group in the U.S. that we know of, the Society for Human Rights, in 1924. If that 
date is used instead of Stonewall, then the “sudden” evolution is over 90 years in the 
making. Nor are marriage rights a good proxy for full civil rights. A majority of states do 
not have laws protecting LGBTQ people from discrimination in employment, public 
accommodations, housing, credit, or education. Same-sex couples might be able to marry, 
but still lose their jobs, be denied a mortgage, or be evicted or expelled. Arizona came 
close to passing a “Turn the Gays Away” law, and the Hobby Lobby U.S. Supreme Court 
decision along with religious freedom legislation in various states provide the potential 

                                                
1 Lara Freidenfelds, “Obergefell Made History, and History Made Obergefell,” Nursing Clio, 29 June 2015, 
downloaded 14 July 2015 at http://nursingclio.org/2015/06/29/obergefell-made-history-and-history-made-
obergefell/; Nancy F. Cott, “Which History in Obergefell v. Hodges?”Perspectives on History, July 2015, 
downloaded 14 July 2015 at https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-
history/summer-2015/which-history-in-obergefell-v-hodges.  
2 Justice Kennedy, however, did cite the broader history of discrimination against LGBTQs in his majority 
opinion. See his reference to George Chauncey’s amicus curiae brief in Obergefell v. Hodges 576 U.S. ___ 
(2015) here, and the amicus curiae brief here.  
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for legal forms of discrimination.3 Immediately following the ruling that LGBTQ people 
have a Constitutional right to marry, some conservatives, including Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton, pronounced their faith-based “call to arms” against the ruling.4 
 
In my own research, I am beginning to question not whether a shift towards gay rights 
was sudden, but whether a shift against homosexuality in the mid-20th century was 
sudden. Some historians, including George Chauncey, argue that the binary categories of 
homosexual and heterosexual had little meaning before about 1940. In many states, it was 
not until the late 1940s that sodomy became a felony rather than a misdemeanor. It may 
be that the real question about how change happened so fast is not about the rapid 
acceptance of gay marriage, but the rapid punitive response to homosexuality in the mid-
20th century. This is not to say that there wasn’t oppression and discrimination before -- 
there certainly was -- but the hostility seems to have been ratcheted up exponentially, and 
to have been codified. More research needs to be done to fully understand these shifts and 
processes. 
 
In our field, there is work to be done writing both for and about education: learning more 
about the history of LGBTQs (and those perceived to be LGBTQ) in education, as 
students, teachers, and administrators; and writing inclusive histories for use in K-16 
settings. In addition, understanding the historical creation and development of categories 
of sexuality, such as the hetero-homosexual binary, and their uses and repercussions in 
schools, is important ongoing work. 
 
While there is much to celebrate in Obergefell, there also is reason for caution. Visibility 
brings strength, but also brings vulnerability. Backlashes against the gains in LGBTQ 
rights have already begun, and are likely to be virulent at times. Historically, teachers 
often have taken the brunt of this hostility, and may again. Already there is anecdotal 
evidence of teachers being fired simply for voicing their support of the Obergefell 
decision. But there is no doubt that the decision made history, and that historians helped 
frame the decision. 
 
Margaret Nash is Associate Professor in the Graduate School of Education at the 
University of California, Riverside. See her forthcoming article, with Jennifer Silverman, 
“’An Indelible Mark’: Gay Purges in Higher Education in the 1940s,” in the History of 
Education Quarterly.  
 

                                                
3 “Gay Rights: Has the Movement’s Success Sparked a Backlash?” Global Researcher 5, (5) March 1, 
2011, 107-132; Jay Michaelson, “Will Arizona Go the Anti-Gay Way of Uganda?” The Daily Forward, 
February 25, 2014, downloaded August 12, 2014 from http://forward.com/articles/193378/will-arizona-go-
the-anti-gay-way-of-uganda/?p=all. 
4 Rachel Zoll and Steve Peoples, “Freedom of Religion? After Gay Marriage Loss in High Court, 
Conservatives Issue Call to Arms for Religious Freedom,” U.S. News & World Report, June 29, 2015, 
downloaded June 29, 2015 at http://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2015/06/29/religious-liberty-is-
rallying-cry-after-gay-marriage-ruling.  
 



 
Next Issue 

 
Please send suggestions for what to read on the history of education in St. Louis or 
Missouri for the next issue of the History of Education Society Newsletter. Citations for new 
publications in the history of education, commentaries that place current events in 
historical perspective, and HES announcements also welcome. Please send material by 20 
September to graves@denison.edu.  
 


